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Laura j. lederer
Laura J. Lederer founded and directed The Protection Project at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government in 1997. In 2000, she moved The Protection Project to Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS). She is adjunct professor of law at Georgetown Law Center, where she has taught for 
seven years, including the first full course on international trafficking in persons offered at a law school. For five years 
she served as Senior Advisor on Trafficking in Persons to Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs, 
Paula J. Dobriansky. She also directed a Global Projects on Trafficking in Persons at the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons at the U.S. Department of State. In addition, for seven years she was the Executive Director 
of the Senior Policy Operating Group on Trafficking in Persons, a high level interagency policy group that staffed the 
President’s cabinet-level Inter-agency Task Force on Trafficking in Persons. She is currently Vice President for Policy 
and Planning at Global Centurion, an NGO working to stop child sexual slavery.

caroline okumu
Born and educated in England, and raised in Austria, Caroline Okumu started her career with the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in Vienna, Austria, serving the United Nations Women’s Guild (UNWG) 
and The Vienna International School (VIS). Okumu pursued educational and employment opportunities in the United 
States, where she served as the Assistant Comptroller for British global business services giant Rentokil Initial, plc., 
Washington, D.C. In pursuit of global opportunities, Okumu then served as the Manager for International Compensation, 
at Cable and Wireless, USA, a British telecommunications company headquartered in Vienna, Virginia. She managed 
a team of financial analysts in supporting the International and National Sales organization. Okumu currently serves as 
Director, Special Events at Smith Fairfield, Inc. (SFI), a full-service integrated communications and event management 
consulting firm specializing in Public Relations, Media Relations, Public Affairs, Marketing, Direct Response and 
Event Management. In addition, Okumu recently acquired a position to support The Society of White House Military 
Aides. Okumu is bilingual, her second language being German, and is currently pursuing admission into an EMBA 
entrepreneurial program at the London Business School, London, England. Her passion for human rights, in relation to 
women and children, keeps her active as a volunteer for several organizations, globally. 
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george ross
George Ross has been a consultant and director of Nomi Network since its founding. Since July 2005 he has also 
served as Executive Director, New York for World Vision Inc. Since 2002, Mr. Ross has been a consultant to early 
stage businesses and a financial investor. His business career has included senior financial officer and board member 
positions with both public and private companies in diverse industries. Mr. Ross was Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer and a board member of Tier Technologies Inc. from February 1997 to January 2000, which became a 
public company during this period. Mr. Ross was a partner and investor with Capital Partners from 1992 to 1997, serving 
on multiple boards of directors. He was a senior financial officer and director of various Axel Johnson Inc. businesses 
from 1979 to 1992. He also served as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer and director of Aminoil USA, 
an R.J. Reynolds (“RJR”) subsidiary, from 1976 to 1979; and in various financial positions with RJR from 1969 to 1976. 
He also has worked in public accounting with Ernst & Ernst. Throughout his career he has served on non-profit boards 
for education and individual, family and community development.

Sridhar Seshadri
Sridhar Seshadri obtained his PHD at the University of California, Berkeley. He is currently the Professor of Information, 
Risk, and Operations Management at the University of Texas.  He has also been a faculty member at New York University 
and the Administrative Staff College of India.  During his teaching career, he was awarded the Stern School of Business 
Teaching Excellence Award (1998) and recognized as the Stern School of Business Undergraduate Teacher of the 
Year in 1997.  His current research projects focus on equilibrium asset pricing, operations management, optimization, 
risk management, and supply chain management. His professional service includes serving as the Associate Editor, 
Naval Research Logistics; Associate Editor, Management Science; Senior Editor, Flexiible Services and Manufacturing 
(FSM); Area Editor (Inventory, Reliability and Control), Operations Research Letters; and Senior Editor (Supply Chain 
and Stochastics), Production and Operations Management.  He has recently consulted the Chrysler Corporation for 
offshoring auto component manufacturing and Equus Consulting in forecasting FMCG demand.

advisors
Jeffrey Carr | Professor, New York University and Director of Berkley Center

Justin Dillon | Director, Call and Response

Greg Furman | Professor, New York University, Leonard N. Stern School of Business; Founder, Luxury Council

Ruchira Gupta | Founder, Apne Aap; Filmmaker, The Selling of Innocence

Tom Jacob | Former Vice President, The Vanderbilt Group

Siddarth Kara | Author, Inside the Business of Modern Day Slavery


